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Indian Music 

Muslim rulers and noblemen freely extended their 

patronage to music. In the courts of the Mughal emperors, music is said to have 

flourished, and the Tansen was one of the jewels of Akbar's court.  

The great poet-saints who chose to communicate in the vernacular tongues brought 

forth a great upheaval in north India and the Bhakti or devotional movements they 

led gained many adherents. The lyrics of Surdas, Tulsidas, and most particularly 

Kabir and Mirabai continue to be immensely popular. By the sixteenth century, the 

division between North Indian (Hindustani) and South Indian (Carnatic) music was 

also being more sharply delineated. Classical music, both Hindustani and Carnatic, 

may be either instrumental or vocal. 

 

 

Music Glossary 

Achal Swaras are the fixed swaras of the seven musical notes. Sa and Pa are the 

achal swaras of the Indian classical music. The term Arohi, also known as Arohana 

and Aroh, is used to define the ascending melody in music.  

 

Indian Music Instruments 

Sitar is of the most popular music instruments of North India. The Sitar has a long 

neck with twenty metal frets and six to seven main cords. Below the frets of Sitar are 

thirteen sympathetic strings which are tuned to the notes of the Raga. A gourd, 

which acts as a resonator for the strings is at the lower end of the neck of the Sitar.  

 

 

Music has always been an important part of Indian 

life. The range of musical phenomenon in India 

extends from simple melodies to what is one of the 

most well- developed "systems" of classical music 

in the world. 

There are references to various string and wind 

instruments, as well as several kinds of drums and 

cymbals, in the Vedas. Some date the advent of the 

system of classical Indian music to Amir Khusro. 
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Indian Fusion Music 

Fusion is not a very old trend in Indian music. Fusion trend is said to have begun 

with Ali Akbar Khan's 1955 performance in the United States. Indian fusion music 

came into being with rock and roll fusions with Indian music in the 1960s and 1970s. 

 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF MUSIC 

The music of India includes multiple varieties of folk music, pop, and Indian classical 

music. India's classical music tradition, including Hindustani music and Carnatic, has 

a history spanning millennia and developed over several eras. Music in India began 

as an integral part of socio-religious life. 

 Classical music 

o Hindustani music 

o Carnatic music 

 Light classical music 

 Folk music 

o Rabindra Sangeet (Music of Bengal) 

o Bihu of Assam 

o Dandiya 

o Ganasangeet 

o Uttarakhandi Music 

o Lavani 

o Rajasthan 

 Popular music 

o Film music 

o Interaction with non-Indian music 

o Indi-pop music 

o Rock & metal music 

 Raga rock 

 Indian rock 

o Dance music 

o Indian hip hop 
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 Jazz and blues 

 Western classical music 

 Patriotism and music 

NOTATION OF MUSIC 

Indian music is known for its complex use of microtones. But for notation and 

explanation, we divide an octave into 12 semitones. We use a movable scale, which 

means that your octave can start anywhere you like.  

 
 
 

 Description of RAGA 

A raga (literally "colour, hue" but also "beauty, melody"; also spelled raag, raaga, 

ragam; pronounced rāga, rāg or rāgam) is one of the melodic modes used in Indian 

classical music. 

A raga uses a series of four or more musical notes upon which a melody is 

constructed. However, the way the notes are approached and rendered in musical 

phrases and the mood they convey are more important in defining a raga than the 

notes themselves. In the Indian musical tradition, rāgas are associated with different 

times of the day, or with seasons. Indian classical music is always set in a rāga. 

Non-classical music such as popular Indian film songs and ghazals sometimes use 

rāgas in their compositions. 
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Rag Bhopali  

Also known as Bhoop, Bhoopali or Bhupali, is a Hindustani classical raga. It is a 

pentatonic scale (uses 5 notes in ascending and descending scale). Most of the 

songs in this raga are based on Bhakti rasa.The same raga in Carnatic music is 

known as Mohanam. 

Aroha & Avaroha 

The scale of Bhopali uses only Shuddh swaras. 

 Aroha (ascent): Sa Re Ga Pa Dha Sa 
 Avaroha (descent): Sa Dha Pa Ga Re Sa 

Vadi & Samavadi 

Vadi:-  Gandhar - Ga (here-after G but not to be confused with note G of western 
music notations) 

Samavadi:- Dhaivat - Dha (here-after D but not to be confused with note D of 
western music notations) 

Pakad: S R G R S D1 S R G or: S R G R S D1 S R G P G D P G R S or: G R P G G 

R S R D1 S or: G R S D1 S R G R P G D P G R S 

Samay : partham Prahar of ratri (after sunset) 

That - Kalyan 

Rasa:-  Bhakti Rasa (Devotional) 

Asthai:  SA   SA   Dha Pa Ga  Re  Sa  Re  Sa  Dha  Sa  Re  Ga   Re   Ga   Da 

    Na  Ma   Na  Ka  Ra  Cha  Ta  Ra  Si  Ro   Gu  Ru  Cha  Ra  Na  Da 

 

   Ga  Ga  Pa Dha  SA  Dha  SA SA  SA  Pa Dha  Pa  Ga  Re  Sa    -- 

  Ta  Na  Ma  Na  Ni  Ra  Ma  La  Ka  Ra   Ma  Va  Ta  Ra  Na  Da   

 
 
 
 
Antara:  Ga  Ga  Pa  Dha  Pa  --  SA  Dha  SA  SA  SA  Da  SA  Re  SA  SA 

     Jo  E   Jo   E  Dha  Da  Va  Ta  Shu  Bha  Fa  La  Pa  Da  Va  Ta 

    

     SA  SA  GA  RE  SA  SA  Pa Dha  SA  SA  Dha  Pa  Ga  Re  Se  -- 

  Ja   Na   Ma  Ma  Ra  Na  Du: Kha  Sa  Ba  Ni    Da  Sta  Ra  Na  Da 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindustani_classical_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnatic_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohanam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arohana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avaroha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vadi_(Hindustani_classical_music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samavadi


      Biography of Omkarnath Thakur 

Omkarnath Thakur (June 24, 1897 - December 29, 1967), his name often preceded 

by the title Pandit, was an influential Indianeducator, musicologist, and Hindustani 

classical singer. He is famously known as "Pranav Rang", his pen-name. A disciple of 

classical singer Vishnu Digambar Paluskar of Gwalior gharana, he became the principal 

of Gandharva Mahavidyalaya, Lahore, and later went on become the first dean of the 

music faculty at Banaras Hindu University. 

Thakur was born 1897 in a Jahaj village in the Princely State of Baroda (5 km 

from Khambhat in present day Anand District, Gujarat), into a poor military family. His 

grandfather Mahashankar Thakur was had fought in the Indian Rebellion of 

1857 for Nanasaheb Peshwa. His father, Gaurishankar Thakur was also in the military, 

employed by Maharani Jamnabai of Baroda, where he commanded 

200 cavalrymen. The family moved to Bharuch in 1900, though soon the family faced 

financial difficulties, as his father left the military to became a renunciate (sanyasi), 

leaving his wife to run the household, thus by the age of five Thakur started helping 

her out by doing various odd jobs, in mills,Ramlila troupe and even as a domestic 

help. When he was fourteen his father died.  

Impressed by his singing Thakur and his younger brother Ramesh Chandra were 

sponsored by a wealthy Parsi philanthropist Shahpurji Mancherji Dungaji in circa 

1909 to train in Hindustani classical music in the Gandharva Mahavidyalaya, a music 

school in Bombay, under classical singer Vishnu Digambar Paluskar. Thakur soon 

became an accomplished singer in the style of the Gwalior gharana started 

accompanying his guru and other musicians. Though later on in his career, he 

developed his own distinct style. Eventually, he made his concert debut in 1918, 

though continued his training under his guru, Paluskar, until his death in 1931. 

Thakur's work as a performer and musicologist led to the creation of a music college 

at Banaras Hindu University that emphasized both, here he was first dean of the music 

faculty. He wrote books on Indian classical music and its history. Thakur's work is 

criticized in contemporary music literature as ignorant of the contribution of Muslim 

musicians, which he blamed for deteriorating classical music. Thakur performed in 

Europe until 1954 and received the Padma Shri in 1955 and the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
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Award in 1963. He retired in 1963 and was awarded honorary doctorates 

from Banaras Hindu University in 1963 and Rabindra Bharati University in 1964. Having 

survived a heart attack in 1954, he suffered a stroke in July 1965, which left him 

partially paralyzed for the last two years of his life.  

All India Radio (Akashvani) Archives has released double album of his music, which 

also includes his rendition of Vande Mataram performed at the Parliament 

house midnight function on the eve of India's independence in 1947 

 

Effect of Music on Human Mind: 

The influence of music on society can be clearly seen from modern history. Music 

helped Thomas Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence. When he could not 

figure out the right wording for a certain part, he would play his violin to help him. 

The music helped him get the words from his brain onto the paper.  

Albert Einstein is recognized as one of the smartest 

men who has ever lived. A little known fact about 

Einstein is that when he was young he did extremely 

poor in school. His grade school teachers told his 

parents to take him out of school because he was "too 

stupid to learn" and it would be a waste of resources 

for the school to invest time and energy in his 

education. The school suggested that his parents get 

Albert an easy, manual labor job as soon as they could. His mother did not think that 

Albert was "stupid". Instead of following the school's advice, Albert's parents bought 

him a violin. Albert became good at the violin. Music was the key that helped Albert 

Einstein become one of the smartest men who has ever lived. 
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MUSIC and THE BRAIN 


